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The Secrets of Rome Corrado Augias 2014-04-22 From Italy's popular author Corrado
Augias comes the most intriguing exploration of Rome ever to be published. In the mold
of his earlier histories of Paris, New York, and London, Augias moves perceptively
through twenty-seven centuries of Roman life, shedding new light on a cast of famous,
and infamous, historical figures and uncovering secrets and conspiracies that have
shaped the city without our ever knowing it. From Rome's origins as Romulus's
stomping ground to the dark atmosphere of the Middle Ages; from Caesar's
unscrupulousness to Caravaggio's lurid genius; from the notorious Lucrezia Borgia to
the seductive Anna Fallarino, the marchioness at the center of one of Rome's most
heinous crimes of the post-war period, Augias creates a sweeping account of the
passions that have shaped this complex city: at once both a metropolis and a village,
where all human sentiment-bravery and cowardice, industriousness and sloth,
enterprise and laxity-find their interpreters and stage. If the history of humankind is all
passion and uproar, then, as the author notes, "for centuries Rome has been the mirror
of this history, reflecting with excruciating accuracy every detail, even those that might
cause you to avert your gaze."
Papal Power Paul Collins 1997
The Deeds of Pope Innocent III James M. Powell 2004-03 The Deeds of Pope Innocent
III, composed before 1210 by an anonymous member of the papal curia, provides a
unique window into the activities, policies, and strategies of the papacy and the curia
during one of the most important periods in the history of the medieval church.
The Church in the Republic Jotham Parsons 2004-12 "This book presents an
examination of the ways in which Renaissance humanism and the Catholic and
Protestant Reformations interacted to create the modern state."--BOOK JACKET. Title
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Papal Primacy Klaus Schatz 1996 Through the centuries, stories of popes and of the
papacy from Catholic and non-Catholic perspectives, presented as biographies or as
histories of an institution have boomed with the power of this often controversial office.
Whether as liberating truth which comes forth from the Church or as narrow
perspective; whether as Rock of the Church" or "stumbling-block," primacy remains a
reality at the heart of many ecclesiastical problems. Until now, a complete history of the
primacy has been missing. Papal Primacy fills the void by providing a clear
understanding of its history. In this, the first complete history of the papal primacy,
Schatz traces the development of the idea of a papacy as center of teaching and
jurisdiction from its earliest Roman beginnings, through centuries of development, the
great papal schism and the struggles over conciliarism and Galicanism, to the triumph
of papal authority at Vatican I and beyond that to Vatican II and the growing realization
that there are no "once and for al answers" to the Church's questions. Papal primacy
has grown with the Church, and it remains a reality embedded in the Church as a living
community open to change. Chapters focus on the development of the primacy in the
first five centuries, different functions of unity in the East and the West; the papacy as
the head of the Church and Christendom in the Middle Ages, and the primacy as
confessional mark of identity in modern times. An appendix includes the following texts:
Irenaeus of Lyons, Adversus haereses; The Canons of Sardica 3, 4, 5 (343); Gregory
VII, Dictatus papae (1075); The Council of Constance,Decree Haec sancta (April 6,
1415); The Council of Florence, Formula of Primacy; The Four Galican Articles,
Declaration of the Church of France (March 2,1682); Papal Primacy of Jurisdiction and
Papal Infallibility According to Vatican I (1870); and Episcopal Collegiality and Papal
Infallibility According to Vatican II (Lumen gentium 22). "
Chronicle of the Popes P. G. Maxwell-Stuart 2006 An intimate glimpse into the shapers
of religious history contains the deeds, misdeeds, data files, family relationships, key
events, and more for each of the 266 Popes, from St. Peter to Benedict XVI, as well as
providing a chronology of significant events that occurred during each Pope's reign.
Reprint.
Two Paths Michael Whelton 2007-07 An ardent, thorough examination of the devolution
of Rome's legitmate primacy fo honor in the ancient Christian Church into the illfounded, problematic and divisive doctrine of papal infallibility. ? synthesize the welter
and important evidence on the issue of papal authority.
A Short History of Byzantium John Julius Norwich 1998-10-29 With wit, intelligence and
his trademark eye for riveting detail, John Julius Norwich has brought together the most
important and fascinating events from his trilogy of the rise and fall of the Byzantine
empire.
A History of the Popes John W. O'Malley 2009-11-16 A History of the Popes tells the
story of the oldest living institution in the Western world—the papacy. From its origins in
Saint Peter, Jesus' chief disciple, through Pope Benedict XVI today, the popes have
been key players in virtually all of the great dramas of the western world in the last two
thousand years. Acclaimed church historian John W. O'Malley's engaging narrative
examines the 265 individuals who have claimed to be Peter's successors. Rather than
describe each pope one by one, the book focuses on the popes that shaped pivotal
moments in both church and world history. The author does not shy away from

controversies in the church, and includes legends like Pope Joan and a comprehensive
list of popes and antipopes to help readers get a full picture of the papacy. This
simultaneously reverent yet critical book will appeal to readers interested in both
religion and history as it chronicles the saints and sinners who have led the Roman
Catholic Church over the past 2000 years. The author draws from his popular audio CD
lecture series on the topic, 2,000 Years of Papal History, available through Now You
Know Media (www.nowyouknowmedia.com).
Papacy, Monarchy and Marriage 860–1600 David d'Avray 2015-03-30 This book
surveys royal marriage cases to explore how popes dealt with the marriage problems of
kings, especially dissolutions and dispensations.
A History of Law in Europe Antonio Padoa-Schioppa 2017-08-03 The first English
translation of a comprehensive legal history of Europe from the early middle ages to the
twentieth century, encompassing both the common aspects and the original
developments of different countries. As well as legal scholars and professionals, it will
appeal to those interested in the general history of European civilisation.
The Middle Sea Viscount John Julius Norwich 2010-08-31 An electrifying narrative
history of the Mediterranean from Ancient Egypt to 1919, from the bestselling author of
The Popes and Sicily: A Short History The Mediterranean has nurtured three of the
most dazzling civilisations of antiquity, witnessed the growth of three of our greatest
religions and links three of the world's six continents. John Julius Norwich has visited
every country around its shores; now he tells the story of the Middle Sea - a tale that
begins with the Pharaohs and ends with the Treaty of Versailles - in a dramatic account
of the remarkable civilisations that rose and fell on the lands of the Mediterranean.
Expertly researched and ingeniously executed, Norwich takes us through the Arab
conquests of Syria and North Africa; the Holy Roman Empire and the Crusades;
Ferdinand and Isabella and the Spanish Inquisition; the great sieges of Rhodes and
Malta by the Sultan Süleyman the Magnificent; the pirates of the Barbary Coast and the
Battle of Lepanto; Nelson and Napoleon; the Greek War of Independence and the
Italian Risorgimento. The Middle Sea is colourful, character-driven history at its most
enjoyable and is the culmination of John Julius Norwich’s distinguished career as one
of the greatest enthusiasts for anecdotal history. ‘An expertly paced, exhilarating
read....a landmark in popular history-telling...a splendid achievement for its memorable
scope and vitality... This wonderfully riveting history reveals our favourite holiday
destination in all its glorious, epic depth’ Sunday Telegraph
Dark History of the Popes Brenda Ralph Lewis 2012-10-31 In the 10th century, being
head of the Catholic Church didn’t stop Pope John XII from allegedly committing incest
with his sisters, calling on pagan gods and goddesses, being an alcoholic and putting
his mistress in charge of his brothel. Of course, being pope didn’t make popes popular
either: in 896AD, Pope Formosus died, but that was no obstacle to Lambert of Spoleto,
who bore something of a grudge, in exhuming the pontiff and putting him on trial.
Formosus was found guilty of being unworthy of his papal office, had all his acts
annulled and his body was thrown in the Tiber. From corruption to nepotism, from
crusade to witch-burning to Inquisition, from popes sanctioning murder to popes being
murdered, Dark History of The Popes explores more than 1000 years of sinister deeds
surrounding the papacy. Ranging from the 9th century AD to Pope Pius XII’s position
during World War II, the book examines political, religious and social history through

the skulduggery of popes and courtiers, the role the Borgias family played in the
papacy, the persecution of Jews and the religious controversy over Galileo Galilei’s
heretical views, among other topics. Using diaries, letters, reports from foreign
ambassadors to the Vatican and official registers of the ecclesiastical courts, a picture
of both sinning and sinned against popes is revealed. Packed with more than 200
colour and black-&-white photographs, paintings and artworks, Dark History of The
Popes is an eye-opening account of the history of the papacy that pontiffs would rather
not mention.
Keepers of the Keys of Heaven Roger Collins 2015-11-05 Few human institutions have
survived so long and played such a continuously important role in world history and
affairs than the Papacy. From the time of St Peter to the present day, this
establishment has sought to make sense of contemporary issues. Its story is a long and
complicated one, full of incident, ideas and the interplay of personalities. In this
masterful single volume, eminent scholar Roger Collins offers an account of the entire
arc of papal history, describing how its authority was acquired and exercised, and, in
turn, challenged and threatened; how it faced and overcame crises - both from within
and without; its relationship with Rome; the tradition of artistic patronage; and the
character and policies of individual popes. KEEPERS OF THE KEYS OF HEAVEN is a
vivid and revealing portrait of an enduring body, chronicling two thousand years of
ambition, scandal, persecution, faith and glory.
The Papacy, 1073-1198 I. S. Robinson 1990-07-19 This book is a study of the
transformation of the role of the pope in the late eleventh and twelfth centuries.
Electing the Pope in Early Modern Italy, 1450-1700 Miles Pattenden 2017 Miles
Pattenden takes an analytic approach to the papal elections of the fifteenth to
eighteenth centuries, with their ceremonial pomp and high drama, to understand the
broader history of the early modern papacy and how this elite political group
approached decision-making and problem-solving through four centuries of dramatic
change in the Church
Absolute Monarchs John Julius Norwich 2012-05-15 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER In a chronicle that captures nearly two thousand years of inspiration and
intrigue, John Julius Norwich recounts in riveting detail the histories of the most
significant popes and what they meant politically, culturally, and socially to Rome and to
the world. Norwich presents such popes as Innocent I, who in the fifth century
successfully negotiated with Alaric the Goth, an invader civil authorities could not
defeat; Leo I, who two decades later tamed (and perhaps paid off) Attila the Hun; the
infamous “pornocracy”—the five libertines who were descendants or lovers of Marozia,
debauched daughter of one of Rome’s most powerful families; Pope Paul III, “the
greatest pontiff of the sixteenth century,” who reinterpreted the Church’s teaching and
discipline; John XXIII, who in five short years starting in 1958 instituted reforms that led
to Vatican II; and Benedict XVI, who is coping with today’s global priest sex scandal.
Epic and compelling, Absolute Monarchs is an enthralling history from “an enchanting
and satisfying raconteur” (The Washington Post).
The Republic of St. Peter Thomas F. X. Noble 2010-08-03 The Republic of St. Peter
seeks to reclaim for central Italy an important part of its own history. Noble's thesis is at
once original and controversial: that the Republic, an independent political entity, was in
existence by the 730s and was not a creation of the Franks in the 750s. Noble

examines the political, economic, and religious problems that impelled the central
Italians—and a succession of resolute popes—to seek emancipation from the
Byzantine Empire. He delineates the social structures and historical traditions that
produced a distinctive political society, describes the complete governmental apparatus
of the Republic, and provides a comprehensive assessment of the Franco-papal
alliance.
The Popes John Julius Norwich 2011 John Julius Norwich has now turned his attention
to the oldest continuing institution in the world, tracing the papal line down the centuries
from St Peter himself u traditionally (though by no means historically) the first pope u to
the present Benedict XVI.
The Papacy and the Orthodox Anthony Edward Siecienski 2017 The Papacy and the
Orthodox examines the centuries-long debate over the primacy and authority of the
Bishop of Rome, especially in relation to the Christian East, and offers a
comprehensive history of the debate and its underlying theological issues. Siecienski
masterfully brings together all of the biblical, patristic, and historical material necessary
to understand this longstanding debate. This book is an invaluable resource as both
Catholics and Orthodox continue to reexamine the sources and history of the debate.
Ten Popes Who Shook the World Eamon Duffy 2011-11-29 The Bishops of Rome have
been Christianity's most powerful leaders for nearly two millennia, and their influence
has extended far beyond the purely spiritual. The popes have played a central role in
the history of Europe and the wider world, not only shouldering the spiritual burdens of
their ancient office, but also in contending with - and sometimes precipitating - the
cultural and political crises of their times. In an acclaimed series of BBC radio
broadcasts Eamon Duffy explored the impact of ten popes he judged to be among 'the
most influential in history'. With this book, readers may now also enjoy Duffy's portraits
of ten exceptional men who shook the world. The book begins with St Peter, the Rock
upon whom the Catholic Church was built, and follows with Leo the Great (fifth
century), Gregory the Great (sixth century), Gregory VII (eleventh century), Innocent III
(thirteenth century), Paul III (sixteenth century), and Pius IX (nineteenth century).
Among twentieth-century popes, Duffy examines the lives and contributions of Pius XII,
who was elected on the eve of the Second World War, the kindly John XXIII, who
captured the world's imagination, and John Paul II, the first non-Italian pope in 450
years. Each of these ten extraordinary individuals, Duffy shows, shaped their own
worlds, and in the process, helped to create ours.
Four Princes John Julius Norwich 2017-04-04 “Bad behavior makes for entertaining
history” in this bold history of Europe, the Middle East, and the men who ruled them in
the early sixteenth century (Kirkus Reviews). John Julius Norwich—“the very model of a
popular historian”—is acclaimed for his distinctive ability to weave together a
fascinating narrative through vivid detail, colorful anecdotes, and captivating characters.
Here, he explores four leaders—Henry VIII, Francis I, Charles V, and Suleiman—who
led their countries during the Renaissance (The Wall Street Journal). Francis I of
France was the personification of the Renaissance, and a highly influential patron of the
arts and education. Henry VIII, who was not expected to inherit the throne but
embraced the role with gusto, broke with the Roman Catholic Church and appointed
himself head of the Church of England. Charles V was the most powerful man of the
time, and unanimously elected Holy Roman Emperor. And Suleiman the

Magnificent—who stood apart as a Muslim—brought the Ottoman Empire to its apogee
of political, military, and economic power. These men collectively shaped the culture,
religion, and politics of their respective domains. With remarkable erudition, John Julius
Norwich offers “an important history, masterfully written,” indelibly depicting four
dynamic characters and how their incredible achievements—and obsessions with one
another—changed Europe forever (The Washington Times).
Vatican II Norman Tanner 2012-09-04 By encouraging engagement with the modern
world and a refocusing of traditional teaching, the Second Vatican Council brought new
life into the practice of Catholicism. The council's impact on the Church is still playing
out today, and with many current church issues finding their roots in differing
interpretations of Vatican II it has never lost relevance. Vatican II: The Essential Texts
brings together the key documents of the council. As the council is commemorated on
its 50th Anniversary, readers will be returning to these source materials to understand
the Church's developing positions on its relationship with the secular world and other
religions, the role of lay people, human rights and the common good, the liturgy and
other still highly relevant issues. In addition to the introductions from Pope Benedict and
James Carroll, the documents will also be accompanied by brief historical prefaces
from Professor Edward Hahnenberg.
The Vatican Diaries John Thavis 2013-03-07 The Vatican Diaries is an inside look at
one of the world's most powerful and mysterious institutions, by John Thavis. 'A
humane and realistic and (yes) humorous picture of a mortal institution. To an old Prot
like me, it's a tour of alien terrain and a bridge to old and dear friends' Garrison Keillor
For thirty years John Thavis worked for the Catholic News Service in Rome and
reported on the inner workings of the Vatican. The Vatican Diaries is his insightful and
often very funny account of exactly what goes on in this unique and secretive
institution. It's a place where cardinals fight private wars, scandals are constantly
threatening to undermine papal authority, and reverence for the past comes up painfully
against the considerations of modern life. He describes the politics surrounding the
election of a new pope and the beatification of an old one, the angst of dealing with the
international issue of sexual abuse, the intricacies of arranging a Papal visit to India,
the conflicts involved in trying to build a car park over an ancient Roman burial site and above all the unfathomable personality of the conservative Pope Benedict XVI, the
first pope to resign for 600 years. At this extraordinary moment of crisis in the Church,
Thavis's account of its inner workings is invaluable. 'One closes John Thavis'
perceptive study reflecting on the Vatican's challenge: to persist in a secularizing world
sometimes fascinated by the pomp and pageantry of St. Peter's-but often hostile or
increasingly indifferent to the Church's determined mission to harmonize warring
factions and bickering enemies, even if both are on the same Catholic side' New York
Journal of Books John Thavis recently retired as the prizewinning chief of the Rome
bureau of Catholic News Service, where he had covered the Vatican since 1983. He is
the past president of the International Association of Journalists Accredited to the
Vatican, and in 2007 the Catholic Press Association awarded him the Saint Francis de
Sales Award, the highest honour given by the Catholic press. He divides his time
between Minnesota and Rome.
The Rise of the Fiscal State in Europe c.1200-1815 Richard Bonney 1999-09-02 In this
volume an international team of scholars builds up a comprehensive analysis of the

fiscal history of Europe over six centuries. It forms a fundamental starting-point for an
understanding of the distinctiveness of the emerging European states, and highlights
the issue of fiscal power as an essential prerequisite for the development of the modern
state. The study underlines the importance of technical developments by the state, its
capacity to innovate, and, however imperfect the techniques, the greater detail and
sophistication of accounting practice towards the end of the period. New taxes had
been developed, new wealth had been tapped, new mechanisms of enforcement had
been established. In general, these developments were made in western Europe; the
lack of progress in some fiscal systems, especially those in eastern Europe, is an issue
of historical importance in its own right and lends particular significance to the chapters
on Poland and Russia. By the eighteenth century `mountains of debt' and high debtrevenue ratios had become the norm in western Europe, yet in the east only Russia
was able to adapt to the western model by 1815. The capacity of governments to
borrow, and the interaction of the constraints on borrowing and the power to tax had
become the real test of the fiscal powers of the `modern state' by 1800-15.
God's Jury Cullen Murphy 2013-07-25 From Cullen Murphy, editor at large of Vanity
Fair, God's Jury is a chilling and powerful account of how the techniques used by the
Spanish Inquisition created our modern world. For centuries states have used their
power to censor, watch, manipulate and punish. God's Jury argues that the Inquisition the Catholic body that existed for over 700 years - is not a medieval oddity, but is
intrinsically bound up with modernity. From Vatican archives to Guantánamo Bay and
the Third Reich, Cullen Murphy shows how the Inquisition's techniques - recordkeeping, bureaucracy and a terrifying sense of certainty - are now standard operating
procedure, and that the battle between private conscience and outside forces is the
central contest of the modern era. Cullen Murphy is Vanity Fair's editor at large and the
author of Are We Rome? and The Word According to Eve. He was previously the
managing editor of The Atlantic Monthly. 'Lucid and provocative, blistering, cogent and
powerful ... A persuasive argument that we still live in the world the inquisition made - a
world of us and them, of moral self-righteousness and intellectual intolerance' Sunday
Times 'Beguiling and horrifying ... a book rich in stories and imaginative connections'
John Cornwell, author of Hitler's Pope 'A grand and scary tour of inquisitorial moments,
racing back and forth in history from Torquemada to Dick Cheney' Adam Gopnik, New
Yorker 'A dark but riveting tale, told with luminous grace' Michael Sandel, author of
Justice and What Money Can't Buy 'God's Jury is a reminder, and we need to be
constantly reminded, that the most dangerous people in the world are the righteous'
Mark Bowden, author of Black Hawk Down and Guest of the Ayatollah
The Reform of the Papacy John R. Quinn 1999 Where is the Catholic church going in
2007 and beyond? With the ascendancy of a new pope and talk of a papal visit to the
U.S. in 2007, the future of the Catholic church is again on the minds of many. In this
influential bestseller, John R. Quinn, who served as Archbishop of San Francisco,
makes a clear and bold case for reform within the Catholic Church, particularly of the
policies and procedures of the Roman Curia.
The Bad Popes E. R. Chamberlin 2020-07-20 A dramatic account of some of the most
notorious figures of medieval and Renaissance history who ruled from the Eternal City.
It is sure to grip readers of John Julius Norwich, Tom Holland and Peter Ackroyd. The
papal tiara has been worn by a number of infamous men through the course of its

history. Some have been accused of murder, many have had mistresses, while others
sold positions in the church to their followers or gave land and wealth to their
illegitimate children. E. R. Chamberlin examines the lives of eight of the most
controversial popes to have ruled over the Holy See, from the reign of Pope Stephen
VI, who had his predecessor exhumed, put on trial and thrown in the Tiber, in the ninth
century, through to Pope Clement VII, the second Medici pope, whose failed
international policy led to the Sack of Rome in 1527. The Bad Popes explains how
during these six centuries the papal monarchy rose to its greatest heights, as popes
attempted to assert not only their spiritual authority but also their temporal power, only
for it to come crashing down. "A magnificent piece of historic research and description"
Los Angeles Times "A vital and important book" Washington Post "[Chamberlin] writes
well, even elegantly. One fancies echoes now and then of Tacitus and Gibbon ... an
interesting historical essay" Daily Telegraph "One is sincerely grateful to Mr Chamberlin
for a vivid book" Catholic Herald "Mr Chamberlin's book strikes me as being as near to
the ideal as is reasonably possible: scrupulously fair, meticulously documented and
written with style, liveliness and wit" The Bulletin
A History of the Popes, 1830-1914 Owen Chadwick 2003 Owen Chadwick analyzes the
causes and consequences of the end of the historic Papal State, exploring pressures
on old Rome from Italy and across Europe, which caused popes to resist the world
rather than to try to influence it.
A History of the Popes Wyatt North 2015-09-24 The office of bishop of Rome, is one of
the most powerful positions in the world. As an ancient institution stretching back for
centuries, the papacy has a history that is marked by archaic and modern customs
alike. The history of the men who have held this position is fraught with villainous and
heroic actions that have left a profound impact on the development of civilization as we
know it, both in the West and East. The popes led the early Church through
persecution, acquired temporal power through the actions of Constantine, oversaw the
universal Church in the early middle ages, were steeped in various scandals in the late
middle ages, saw their secular power stripped in the modern period, and were
instrumental in the rise and fall of various kingdoms and nations.
The Jesuits and the Monarchy Eric Nelson 2005 This work provides the first detailed
examination since the 1920s of how one of the most successful manifestations of
international Catholic renewal, the Society of Jesus, compromised with authorities in
Catholic France. Giving a new perspective on how international initiatives for Catholic
renewal played out on the ground in Europe, it provides a fresh angle to the scholarly
debate over confessionalization and the importance of national church traditions to the
success of the Counter Reformation.
New Perspectives on Power and Political Representation from Ancient History to the
Present Day Danille Slootjes 2019-06-13 This volume examines modes of political
communication between rulers and ruled from antiquity to the present by applying the
concept of representation. It explores the dynamic relationship between elites and the
people which is shaped by self-representation and representative claims.
The Pope who Would be King David I. Kertzer 2018 Days after the assassination of his
prime minister in the middle of Rome in November 1848, Pope Pius IX found himself a
virtual prisoner in his own palace. The wave of revolution that had swept through
Europe now seemed poised to put an end to the popes' thousand-year reign over the

Papal States, if not indeed to the papacy itself. Disguising himself as a simple parish
priest, Pius escaped through a back door. Climbing inside the Bavarian ambassador's
carriage, he embarked on a journey into a fateful exile.Only two years earlier Pius's
election had triggered a wave of optimism across Italy. After the repressive reign of the
dour Pope Gregory XVI, Italians saw the youthful, benevolent new pope as the man
who would at last bring the Papal States into modern times and help create a new,
unified Italian nation. But Pius found himself caught between a desire to please his
subjects and a fear--stoked by the cardinals--that heeding the people's pleas would
destroy the church. The resulting drama--with a colorful cast of characters, from Louis
Napoleon and his rabble-rousing cousin Charles Bonaparte to Garibaldi, Tocqueville,
and Metternich--was rife with treachery, tragedy, and international power politics.David
Kertzer is one of the world's foremost experts on the history of Italy and the Vatican,
and has a rare ability to bring history vividly to life. With a combination of gripping,
cinematic storytelling, and keen historical analysis rooted in an unprecedented richness
of archival sources, The Pope Who Would Be King sheds fascinating new light on the
end of rule by divine right in the west and the emergence of modern Europe.
The Papal Prince Paolo Prodi 1987
The Papal Monarchy Colin Morris 1991 Traces the influence and legacy of the Roman
Catholic Church across two centuries (1050-1250 AD). The text describes folklore and
church architecture as well as the Crusades, the Inquisition, papal government, the
College of Cardinals, the confessional, chivalry, hospitals and marriage.
What Happened at Vatican II John W. O'Malley, S. J. 2010-09-01 During four years in
session, Vatican Council II held television audiences rapt with its elegant, magnificently
choreographed public ceremonies, while its debates generated front-page news on a
near-weekly basis. By virtually any assessment, it was the most important religious
event of the twentieth century, with repercussions that reached far beyond the Catholic
church. Remarkably enough, this is the first book, solidly based on official
documentation, to give a brief, readable account of the council from the moment Pope
John XXIII announced it on January 25, 1959, until its conclusion on December 8, 1965.
Rome and the Invention of the Papacy Rosamond McKitterick 2020-06-25 The first full
study of the most remarkable history of the early popes and their relationship with
Rome, the Liber pontificalis.
The Popes Viscount John Julius Norwich 2011-05-31 John Julius Norwich expertly
examines the history of the oldest continuing institution in the world, tracing the papal
line down the centuries from St Peter to the present Of the 280-odd holders of the
supreme office, some have unquestionably been saints; others have wallowed in
unspeakable immorality. One was said to have been a woman, her sex being revealed
only when she improvidently gave birth to a baby during a papal procession. Almost as
shocking was Formosus whose murdered corpse was exhumed, clothed in pontifical
vestments, propped up on a throne and subjected to trial. From the glories of
Byzantium to the decay of Rome, from the Albigensian Heresy to controversy within the
Church today, The Popes is superbly written, witty and revealing. ‘Charming and
learned...The prose is elegant, the witticisms are plentiful, and the volume's enthusiasm
is addictive.’ Jonathan Wright, BBC History Magazine
The Prince and the Law, 1200-1600 Kenneth Pennington 1993-06-03 The power of the
prince versus the rights of his subjects is one of the basic struggles in the history of law

and government. In this masterful history of monarchy, conceptions of law, and due
process, Kenneth Pennington addresses that struggle and opens an entirely new vista
in the study of Western legal tradition. Pennington investigates legal interpretations of
the monarch's power from the twelfth to the seventeenth century. Then, tracing the
evolution of defendants' rights, he demonstrates that the origins of due process are not
rooted in English common law as is generally assumed. It was not a sturdy AngloSaxon, but, most probably, a French jurist of the late thirteenth century who wrote, "A
man is innocent until proven guilty." This is the first book to examine in detail the origins
of our concept of due process. It also reveals a fascinating paradox: while a theory of
individual rights was evolving, so, too, was the concept of the prince's "absolute power."
Pennington illuminates this paradox with a clarity that will greatly interest students of
political theory as well as legal historians.
The Conciliarist Tradition Francis Oakley 2003-11-27 In the early fifteenth century, the
general council assembled at Constance and, representing the universal Church, put
an end to the scandalous schism which for almost forty years had divided the Latin
Church between rival lines of claimants to the papal office. It did so by claiming and
exercising an authority superior to that of the pope, an authority by virtue of which it
could impose constitutional limits on the exercise of his prerogatives, stand in
judgement over him, and if need be, depose him for wrongdoing. In so acting the
council gave historic expression to a tradition of conciliarist constitutionalism which long
competed for the allegiance of Catholics worldwide with the high papalist monarchical
vision that was destined to triumph in 1870 at Vatican I and to become identified with
Roman Catholic orthodoxy itself. This book sets out to reconstruct the half-millennial
history of that vanquished rival tradition.
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