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Political Thought moreover it is not directly done, you could admit even more with reference
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We find the money for Political Thought Of Hume And His Contemporaries Enlightenment
Projects Vol 1 Routledge Studies In Social And Political Thought and numerous ebook
collections from fictions to scientific research in any way. in the middle of them is this
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Studies In Social And Political Thought that can be your partner.

An Introduction to Political Thought Peri Roberts 2012 Your conceptual toolkit for the study
of political thought. New for this edition Brand new chapter on international political thought,
reflecting one of the most striking developments in contemporary political theory This
textbook gives you all the vocabulary you need - political, conceptual and historical - to
engage confidently and deeply with political thought and the moral and political worlds in
which we live. It traces the history of political thought from Plato and Aristotle to Kymlicka
and Rorty, following a unique dual structure that introduces key thinkers and core concepts
together, making it suitable for any course structure. Topics covered include Universal moral
order o liberty o political freedom o the state o socialism o utilitarianism o distributive justice
o group politics o multiculturalism o international political theory o conservatism o feminism o
postmodernism o global justice Thinkers covered include Plato o Aristotle o Hobbes o Locke
o Rousseau o Marx o Bentham o Rawls o Nozick o Walzer o Kymlicka o Parekh o Pogge o
Hume o Burke o Oakeshott o Rorty
Hume's Politics Andrew Sabl 2012 Hume's Politics provides a comprehensive examination of
David Hume's political theory, and is the first book to focus on Hume's monumental History
of England as the key to his distinctly political ideas. Andrew Sabl argues that conventions of
authority are the main building blocks of Humean politics, and explores how the History

addresses political change and disequilibrium through a dynamic treatment of coordination
problems. Dynamic coordination, as employed in Hume's work, explains how conventions of
political authority arise, change, adapt to new social and economic conditions, improve or
decay, and die. Sabl shows how Humean constitutional conservatism need not hinder--and
may in fact facilitate--change and improvement in economic, social, and cultural life. He also
identifies how Humean liberalism can offer a systematic alternative to neo-Kantian
approaches to politics and liberal theory. At once scholarly and accessibly written, Hume's
Politics builds bridges between political theory and political science. It treats issues of
concern to both fields, including the prehistory of political coordination, the obstacles that
must be overcome in order for citizens to see themselves as sharing common political
interests, the close and counterintuitive relationship between governmental authority and
civic allegiance, the strategic ethics of political crisis and constitutional change, and the ways
in which the biases and injustices endemic to executive power can be corrected by
legislative contestation and debate.
Morals, Motivation, and Convention Francis Snare 2002-06-20 This is a book about the
continuing influence of Hume's ideas on moral and political philosophy. In part, it is a critical
exegesis of Hume's most impressive and challenging doctrines in Book III of the Treatise of
Human Nature on such topics as morals, motivation, justice, and social institutions.
However, the main thrust of the argument is to throw into relief the importance of that
discussion for contemporary philosophy. While the author subjects most contemporary
defenses of Humean doctrines to intense criticism, he also seeks to discover what versions

of Hume's theories might still be defensible and viable.
Adam Ferguson David Kettler 2017-07-12 The thought of Adam Ferguson generated great
excitement among many of his philosophic contemporaries in the late eighteenth century,
and it continues to inspire the modern reader. This major study by David Kettler is an ideal
introduction to Ferguson's life and thought. The new introduction to this first paperback
edition discusses Ferguson's work in relation to his better-known contemporaries David
Hume and Adam Smith, while the afterword offers an in-depth reconsideration of Ferguson's
most renowned work, An Essay on the History of Civil Society, with emphasis on presentday disputes about the concept of civil society. Ferguson welcomed the advent of critical and
analytical philosophy as an ally against superstitious credulity and confused obscurantism,
but he was afraid that it might also dissolve into incomprehensible technical complexity and
ethical relativism. He was attracted by the manifest practical accomplishments of modern
science, as well as by its masterful ordering of natural phenomena into a unified theoretical
structure, but he feared that its adherents would debase the notion of man to that of a
machine at the mercy of mechanical forces. Ferguson thought well of ambition, but he also
believed that a frenzy of ambition and frustration might tear at man's self-respect and peace
of mind. The decisive phenomenon manifested by Ferguson's writing is the emergence of an
intellectual's point of view toward the conditions of modern society. Many of the questions
that he posed have been restated in more profound ways, some of the questions and most
of the answers have been eliminated or transformed beyond recognition; and all of the
issues he raises are now expressed by others in harsh, new words. But, however

formulated, Ferguson's concerns clearly foreshadow the problems of over-rationalization,
dehumanization, atomization, alienation, and bureaucratization that have been repeatedly
canvassed by intellectuals in our time.
The Cambridge History of Eighteenth-Century Political Thought Lecturer in History and
Fellow Mark Goldie 2006-08-31 Publisher description
Historical Dictionary of Hume's Philosophy Angela Coventry 2018-12-15 This second edition
of Historical Dictionary of Hume's Philosophy contains a chronology, an introduction, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 100 cross-referenced entries
covering key terms, as well as brief discussions of Hume's major works and of some of his
most important predecessors, contemporaries, and successors.
David Hume on Morals, Politics, and Society David Hume 2018-10-23 A compact and
accessible edition of Hume’s political and moral writings with essays by a distinguished set
of contributors A key figure of the Scottish Enlightenment, David Hume was a major
influence on thinkers ranging from Kant and Schopenhauer to Einstein and Popper, and his
writings continue to be deeply relevant today. With four essays by leading Hume scholars
exploring his complex intellectual legacy, this volume presents an overview of Hume’s moral,
political, and social philosophy. Editors Angela Coventry and Andrew Valls bring together a
selection of writings from Hume’s most important works, with contributors placing them in
their appropriate context and offering a lively discourse on the relevance of Hume’s thought
to contemporary subjects like reason’s dependence on emotion and the importance of social
convention in political and economic behavior. Perfect for classroom use, this volume is an

invaluable companion for anyone studying an important thinker who advanced the
development of moral philosophy, economics, cognitive science, and many other fields of the
Western tradition.
Enlightenment Political Thought and Non-Western Societies Frederick G. Whelan 2009-0507 Frederick G. Whelan, a leading scholar of Enlightenment political thought, provides an
illuminating and incisive interpretation of key eighteenth and nineteenth century European
political thinkers' accounts and assessments of the societies and political institutes of the
non-Western world. These writers opened up a major new comparative dimension for
political theory and its project both to explain and evaluate different political regimes. While
the intellectual confrontation of European thinkers with alien cultures tended on the whole to
confirm Westerners' sense of the superiority of their own institutions, it was also
characterized – during the Enlightenment more so than later – by convictions regarding a
common humanity and a corresponding sympathetic curiosity about different ways of life,
however primitive or exotic they might appear. This book will be of interest to students and
scholars of both political philosophy and thought as well as historians of this important period
of history.
Philosophy and Ideology in Hume's Political Thought David Miller 1981 This book was
written with three aims in mind. The first was to provide a reasonably concise account of
Hume's social and political thought that might help students coming to it for the first time.
The second aim was to say something about the relationship between philosophy and
politics, with explicit attention to Hume, but implicit reference to a general issue. The third is

to offer an integrated account of Hume's thought. The book accounts for the varying
interpretation of the conservative and liberalist traditions by arguing that the distinction
between liberalism and conservatism had little application in mid-18th-century Britain.
Hume's ideology contained elements that we should now identify as conservative and liberal
respectively, and so by selective emphasis it is possible to make him seem a thoroughbred
conservative or liberal according to choice. These two problems the relationship between
Hume's philosophy and his politics, and the ideological character of his thought are pursued
through the first and second parts of the book respectively.
The Cambridge Companion to Hume David Fate Norton 1993-10-29 All facets of Hume's
output are discussed in this volume, the first genuinely comprehensive overview of his work.
The Opinion of Mankind Paul Sagar 2019-06-04 How David Hume and Adam Smith forged a
new way of thinking about the modern state What is the modern state? Conspicuously
undertheorized in recent political theory, this question persistently animated the best minds
of the Enlightenment. Recovering David Hume and Adam Smith's long-underappreciated
contributions to the history of political thought, The Opinion of Mankind considers how,
following Thomas Hobbes's epochal intervention in the mid-seventeenth century,
subsequent thinkers grappled with explaining how the state came into being, what it
fundamentally might be, and how it could claim rightful authority over those subject to its
power. Hobbes has cast a long shadow over Western political thought, particularly regarding
the theory of the state. This book shows how Hume and Smith, the two leading lights of the
Scottish Enlightenment, forged an alternative way of thinking about the organization of

modern politics. They did this in part by going back to the foundations: rejecting Hobbes's
vision of human nature and his arguments about our capacity to form stable societies over
time. In turn, this was harnessed to a deep reconceptualization of how to think
philosophically about politics in a secular world. The result was an emphasis on the "opinion
of mankind," the necessary psychological basis of all political organization. Demonstrating
how Hume and Smith broke away from Hobbesian state theory, The Opinion of Mankind also
suggests ways in which these thinkers might shape how we think about politics today, and in
turn how we might construct better political theory.
Hume's Philosophical Politics Duncan Forbes 1985-01-24 This is a study of Hume's political
thought based on a survey of all his writings in their original and revised versions, with full
reference to the works of predecessors and contemporaries, including journalists,
pamphleteers and historians. Hume's political thinking is presented in its historical context as
an innovative, 'philosophical', empirically based system of politics for a radical postrevolutionary age, and a political education for parochial, backward-looking party men.
A Petty Statesman David Hume 2019 The participation of David Hume in public affairs, as
secretary of a general, analyst of war, intelligence officer, diplomat and under-secretary of
state, was never forced, but rather heartfelt, protracted for long periods of his life and
appreciated by his contemporaries. Nevertheless, until today, he has not been adequately
considered as a states
David Hume's Political Theory Neil McArthur 2007-01-01 David Hume's Political Theory
brings together Hume's diverse writings on law and government, collected and examined

with a view to revealing the philosopher's coherent and persuasive theory of politics.
Hume and Machiavelli Frederick G. Whelan 2004 Although there are myriad references to
Machiavelli's work within Hume's writing, a deeper connection between the two has never
been fully explored. Whelan uncovers extensive Machiavellian dimensions throughout
Hume's work, illustrating numerous parallels in both theorists' treatment of such issues as
human nature, historical method, and political ethics. While at first such a comparison may
be startling, Whelan argues convincingly that Hume's writing, commonly regarded as
moderate and amiable, is indeed a locus of realist liberal political theory.
Hume and the Politics of Enlightenment Thomas W. Merrill 2015-07-23 This work explores
Hume's Socratic turn to moral and political philosophy as a response to the crisis of radical
questioning.
Commerce and Politics in Hume's History of England Jia Wei 2017 Illuminates the
relationship between Hume the political thinker, Hume the historian, and Hume the political
economist and highlights the social, economic and institutional changes which he wove into
an innovative theory of causation
An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals. By David Hume Esq David Hume 1751
Order and Artifice in Hume's Political Philosophy Frederick J. Whelan 2017-03-14 Frederick
G. Whelan relates Hume's political theory to the other parts of his philosophy, including his
epistemology, his account of human nature, and his ethics, emphasizing the unity of the
whole. Originally published in 1985. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-ondemand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the

distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original
texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich
scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press
since its founding in 1905.
David Hume Christopher J. Berry 2009-05-15 In this compelling and accessible account of
the life and thought of the Scottish Enlightenment philosopher David Hume (1711-1776),
Professor Christopher J. Berry of the University of Glasgow argues that the belief in the
uniformity of human nature was at the heart of Hume's thought. In this volume, Berry
introduces classic 'Humean' themes including the evolution of social institutions as an
unintended consequence of the pursuit of self-interest, the importance of custom and habit in
establishing rules of just conduct, and the defence of commerce and luxury. The book
reveals Hume as an original thinker, whose thought may be understood as a combination of
various strands of conservatism, libertarianism and liberalism.
An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding David Hume 2021-12-09 An Enquiry
Concerning Human Understanding David Hume - An Enquiry Concerning Human
Understanding is a book by the Scottish empiricist philosopher David Hume, published in
English in 1748. It was a revision of an earlier effort, Hume's A Treatise of Human Nature,
published anonymously in London in 1739-40. Hume was disappointed with the reception of
the Treatise, which "fell dead-born from the press," as he put it, and so tried again to
disseminate his more developed ideas to the public by writing a shorter and more polemical

work.
David Hume Terence Penelhum 1992 This volume provides a general account of the
philosophy of David Hume in a way that shows that he is, contrary to common belief, a highly
systematic thinker whose thought and personality are closely related. it is also designed to
assist the reader to make the most informed use of the rich resources of contemporary
Hume scholarship.
A Companion to Hume Elizabeth S. Radcliffe 2011-05-31 Comprised of twenty-nine specially
commissioned essays, A Companion to Hume examines the depth of the philosophies and
influence of one of history's most remarkable thinkers. Demonstrates the range of Hume's
work and illuminates the ongoing debates that it has generated Organized by subject, with
introductions to each section to orient the reader Explores topics such as knowledge,
passion, morality, religion, economics, and politics Examines the paradoxes of Hume's
thought and his legacy, covering the methods, themes, and consequences of his
contributions to philosophy
Philosophical Melancholy and Delirium Donald W. Livingston 1998-06-22 The Scottish
philosopher David Hume is commonly understood as the original proponent of the "end of
philosophy." In this powerful new study, Donald Livingston completely revises our
understanding of Hume's thought through his investigation of Hume's distinction between
"true" and "false" philosophy. For Hume, false philosophy leads either to melancholy over the
groundlessness of common opinion or delirium over transcending it, while true philosophy
leads to wisdom. Livingston traces this distinction through all of Hume's writings, providing a

systematic pathology of the corrupt philosophical consciousness in history, politics,
philosophy, and literature that characterized Hume's own time as well as ours. By
demonstrating how a philosophical method can be used to expose the political motivations
behind intellectual positions, historical events, and their subsequent interpretations,
Livingston revitalizes Hume's thought and reveals its relevance for contemporary dicussions
of politics, nationalism, and ideology for the first time.
David Hume and Contemporary Philosophy Ilya Kasavin 2013-07-16 David Hume bridges a
gap between classical and non-classical philosophy. Two major approaches in 20th century
systematic philosophy – naturalism and relativism – have both basically been inspired by
Hume and create the most controversy nowadays. The dethroning of the knowing agent and
the spiritual substance from their privileged place opens way to “the death of God” (F.
Nietzsche) or “the death of the Author” (R. Barthes). Hume’s criticism of causality
corresponds to the indeterminism of the quantum mechanics (B. Russell). K. Popper’s
falsificationism would hardly be possible without Hume’s account of induction. L.
Wittgenstein’s considerations on rule following reveal similarities with Hume’s idea of habit
(S. Kripke) as well as with P. Bourdieu’s concept of “habitus”. D. Bloor likes “to think of Hume
as Edinburgh’s great sociologist of knowledge”. The present collection is not a mere
contribution to the history of philosophy, though it covers many problems of contemporary
Humean scholarship and contains articles written by leading researchers in the field (B.
Straud, R. Harre, J. Bricke, etc.). Its aim, rather, is to demonstrate the “vivacity” of Hume for
contemporary philosophy. The authors’ considerations range from the subtlest questions of

the development of his thought and its impact on the contemporary, to the most recent and
controversial topics in epistemology, philosophy of science, political theory and ethics.
Political Thought of Hume and his Contemporaries Frederick G. Whelan 2014-12-05
Intended for scholars in the fields of political theory, and the history of political thought, this
two-volume examines David Hume's Political Thought (1711-1776) and that of his
contemporaries, including Smith, Blackstone, Burke and Robertson. This book is unified by
its temporal focus on the middle and later decades of the eighteenth century and hence on
what is usually taken to be the core period of the Enlightenment, a somewhat problematic
term. Covering topics such as property, contract and resistance theory, religious
establishments, the law of nations, the balance of power, demography, and the role of
unintended consequences in social life, Frederick G. Whelan convincingly conveys the
diversity--and creativity--of the intellectual engagements of even a limited set of
Enlightenment thinkers in contrast to dismissive attitudes, in some quarters, toward the
Enlightenment and its supposed unitary project. Political Thought of Hume and his
Contemporaries: Enlightenment Projects Vol. 2 contains six in-depth studies of eighteenthcentury political thought, including both normative issues and examples of Enlightenment
social science, including international relations and law, the problem of double standards,
political economy, demography, and the causes of imperial decline. The central figure is
David Hume, with substantial attention to William Robertson, Adam Smith, Montesquieu,
Malthus, and others.
Hume: Political Writings David Hume 1994-01-01 The first thematically arranged collection of

Hume's political writings, this new work brings together substantive selections from A
Treatise on Human Nature, An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals, and Essays:
Moral, Political and Literary, with an interpretive introduction placing Hume in the context of
contemporary debates between liberalism and its critics and between contextual and
universal approaches.
The Concealed Influence of Custom Jay L. Garfield 2019-04-01 Jay L. Garfield defends two
exegetical theses regarding Hume's Treatise on Human Nature. The first is that Book II is
the theoretical foundation of the Treatise. Second, Garfield argues that we cannot
understand Hume's project without an appreciation of his own understanding of custom, and
in particular, without an appreciation of the grounding of his thought about custom in the
legal theory and debates of his time. Custom is the source of Hume's thoughts about
normativity, not only in ethics and in political theory, but also in epistemological, linguistics,
and scientific practice- and is the source of his insight that our psychological and social
natures are so inextricably linked. The centrality of custom and the link between the
psychological and the social are closely connected, which is why Garfield begins with Book
II. There are four interpretative perspectives at work in this volume: one is a naturalistic
skeptical interpretation of Hume's Treatise; a second is the foregrounding of Book II of the
Treatise as foundational for Books I and III. A third is the consideration of the Treatise in
relation to Hume's philosophical antecedents (particularly Sextus, Bayle, Hutcheson,
Shaftesbury, and Mandeville), as well as eighteenth century debates about the status of
customary law, with one eye on its sequellae in the work of Kant, the later Wittgenstein, and

in contemporary cognitive science. The fourth is the Buddhist tradition in which many of the
ideas Hume develops are anticipated and articulated in somewhat different ways. Garfield
presents Hume as a naturalist, a skeptic and as, above all, a communitarian. In offering this
interpretation, he provides an understanding of the text as a whole in the context of the
literature to which it responded, and in the context of the literature it inspired.
Conservatism Jerry Z. Muller 2020-05-26 At a time when the label "conservative" is
indiscriminately applied to fundamentalists, populists, libertarians, fascists, and the
advocates of one or another orthodoxy, this volume offers a nuanced and historically
informed presentation of what is distinctive about conservative social and political thought. It
is an anthology with an argument, locating the origins of modern conservatism within the
Enlightenment and distinguishing between conservatism and orthodoxy. Bringing together
important specimens of European and American conservative social and political analysis
from the mid-eighteenth century through our own day, Conservatism demonstrates that while
the particular institutions that conservatives have sought to conserve have varied, there are
characteristic features of conservative argument that recur over time and across national
borders. The book proceeds chronologically through the following sections: Enlightenment
Conservatism (David Hume, Edmund Burke, and Justus Möser), The Critique of Revolution
(Burke, Louis de Bonald, Joseph de Maistre, James Madison, and Rufus Choate), Authority
(Matthew Arnold, James Fitzjames Stephen), Inequality (W. H. Mallock, Joseph A.
Schumpeter), The Critique of Good Intentions (William Graham Sumner), War (T. E. Hulme),
Democracy (Carl Schmitt, Schumpeter), The Limits of Rationalism (Winston Churchill,

Michael Oakeshott, Friedrich Hayek, Edward Banfield), The Critique of Social and Cultural
Emancipation (Irving Kristol, Peter Berger and Richard John Neuhaus, Hermann Lübbe), and
Between Social Science and Cultural Criticism (Arnold Gehlen, Philip Rieff). The book
contains an afterword on recurrent tensions and dilemmas of conservative thought.
The Social Science Encyclopedia Adam Kuper 2003-12-16 The Social Science
Encyclopedia, first published in 1985 to acclaim from social scientists, librarians and
students, was thoroughly revised in 1996, when reviewers began to describe it as a classic.
This third edition has been radically recast. Over half the entries are new or have been
entirely rewritten, and most of the balance have been substantially revised. Written by an
international team of contributors, the Encyclopedia offers a global perspective on the key
issues within the social sciences. Some 500 entries cover a variety of enduring and newly
vital areas of study and research methods. Experts review theoretical debates from neoevolutionism and rational choice theory to poststructuralism, and address the great questions
that cut across the social sciences. What is the influence of genes on behaviour? What is the
nature of consciousness and cognition? What are the causes of poverty and wealth? What
are the roots of conflict, wars, revolutions and genocidal violence? This authoritative
reference work is aimed at anyone with a serious interest in contemporary academic thinking
about the individual in society.
Impressions of Hume Davide Panagia 2016-07-25 Davide Panagia s Impressions of Hume:
Cinematic Thinking and the Politics of Discontinuity is volume fifteen of Modernity and
Political Thought, the Rowman & Littlefield series in contemporary political theory. Through

close attention to Hume s theories of sensation, Davide Panagia conceptualizes the modern
even more radically (though also more literally) than many of the previous authors in this
series. While devoting attention to how a historical thinker such as Hume is read and
misread, used and abused in the modern intellectual world, Panagia also focuses on
developing a theory of Humean perception and by so doing emphasizes the
contemporaneity of Hume s thought. In what at first seems to be an anachronistic as well as
wildly curious claim about a philosopher of the eighteenth century, Panagia holds that Hume
was a cinematic thinker."
History of Political Theory: An Introduction George Klosko 2013-02-07 History of Political
Theory: An Introduction is an engaging introduction to the main figures in the history of
Western Political Theory and their most important works. The second volume traces the
origin and development of liberal political theory, and so the foundations for contemporary
views.
Adam Ferguson in the Scottish Enlightenment Iain McDaniel 2013-03-01 Unlike his
contemporaries, who saw Europe’s prosperity as confirmation of a utopian future, the
Scottish Enlightenment philosopher Adam Ferguson saw a reminder of Rome’s lesson that
egalitarian democracy could become a self-undermining path to dictatorship. This is a major
reassessment of a critic overshadowed today by David Hume and Adam Smith.
David Hume: Moral and Political Philosophy: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research Guide
Oxford University Press 2010-06-01 This ebook is a selective guide designed to help
scholars and students of social work find reliable sources of information by directing them to

the best available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books,
chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a
leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information
supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial
commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated related. This ebook is a
static version of an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Philosophy, a dynamic,
continuously updated, online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through
scholarship and other materials relevant to the study Philosophy. Oxford Bibliographies
Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more
information visit www.oxfordbibligraphies.com.
Hume: a Very Short Introduction James A. Harris 2021 David Hume, philosopher, historian,
economist, librarian, and essayist, was one of the great figures of the European
Enlightenment. Unlike some of his famous contemporaries, however, he was not
dogmatically committed to idealised conceptions of reason, liberty, and progress. Instead,
Hume was a sceptic whose arguments questioned the reach and authority of human
rationality, and who put the rivalrous passions of commercial life at the centre of his theory of
human -- -- itself. -- ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized
books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine
facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging

topics highly readable.
Hume's Social Philosophy Christopher J. Finlay 2007-08-21 A new and highly original
reading of Hume's landmark text, A Treatise of Human Nature.
Opinion and Reform in Hume's Political Philosophy John B. Stewart 2014-07-14 "The picture
of Hume clinging timidly to a raft of custom and artifice, because, poor skeptic, he has no
alternative, is wrong," writes John Stewart. "Hume was confident that by experience and
reflection philosophers can achieve true principles." In this revisionary work Stewart surveys
all of David Hume's major writings to reveal him as a liberal moral and political philosopher.
Against the background of seventeenth-and eighteenth-century history and thought, Hume
emerges as a proponent not of conservatism but of reform. Stewart first presents the
dilemma over morals in the modern natural-law school, then examines the new approach to
moral and political philosophy adopted by Hume's precursors Shaftesbury, Mandeville,
Hutcheson, and Butler. Illuminating Hume's explanation of the standards and rules that
should govern private and public life, the author challenges interpretations of Hume's
philosophy as conservative by demonstrating that he did not dismiss reason as a key factor
determining right and wrong in moral and political contexts. Stewart goes on to show that
Hume viewed private property, the market, contracts, and the rule of law as essential to
genuine civilized society, and explores Hume's criticism of contemporary British beliefs
concerning government, religion, commerce, international relations, and social structure.
Originally published in 1992. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished

backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback editions preserve the original texts
of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback editions. The goal of
the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found
in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
The Politics and Philosophy of Michael Oakeshott Stuart Isaacs 2006-09-27 Michael
Oakeshott was a leading Political theorist described by The Telegraph in 1990 as "the
greatest political philosopher in the Anglo-Saxon tradition since Mill – or even Burke". There
has been sustained interest in his work, and a developing body of literature, over recent
years. This book offers a clearly written and accessible critical analysis: it presents complex
theories and concepts in a way that will introduce new readers to Oakeshott’s work, and at
the same time offers a fresh approach for those already familiar with his philosophy. The
Politics and Philosophy of Michael Oakeshott reveals how his work relates to contemporary
political philosophy (for example, Arendt, Rorty, Rawls); and moreover, how it links to
broader debates within philosophy and the social sciences and, building upon the work of
Devigne, through to postmodernism. This book brings together the disparate influences that
have, at various times, been associated with Oakeshott’s work, and draws from a number of
essays which have been published posthumously. Referring to these, and other more wellknown texts, the author makes sense of the many dimensions of Oakeshott’s work by
placing a moral concern as central to his system of thought. All in all this book considers the
recently published ‘lesser-known’ essays as well as the latest secondary appraisals of
Oakeshott’s work, which sets his thought in the contemporary political environment of the

twenty-first century. This much-needed text with be of great interest to students and
researchers in political science and philosophy.
Political Thought of Hume and his Contemporaries Frederick G. Whelan 2014-12-05
Intended for scholars in the fields of political theory, and the history of political thought, this
two-volume examines David Hume's Political Thought (1711-1776) and that of his
contemporaries, including Smith, Blackstone, Burke and Robertson. This book is unified by
its temporal focus on the middle and later decades of the eighteenth century and hence on
what is usually taken to be the core period of the Enlightenment, a somewhat problematic
term. Covering topics such as property, contract and resistance theory, religious
establishments, the law of nations, the balance of power, demography, and the role of
unintended consequences in social life, Frederick G. Whelan convincingly conveys the
diversity--and creativity--of the intellectual engagements of even a limited set of
Enlightenment thinkers in contrast to dismissive attitudes, in some quarters, toward the
Enlightenment and its supposed unitary project. Political Thought of Hume and his
Contemporaries: Enlightenment Projects Vol. 2 contains six in-depth studies of eighteenthcentury political thought, including both normative issues and examples of Enlightenment
social science, including international relations and law, the problem of double standards,
political economy, demography, and the causes of imperial decline. The central figure is
David Hume, with substantial attention to William Robertson, Adam Smith, Montesquieu,
Malthus, and others.
Political Judgement Richard Bourke 2009-08-20 Leading scholars re-examine political

judgement, attempting to understand the relationship between political theory and political
practice.
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